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Latest news on Ōtautahi Christchurch’s business events sector

Kia ora
In what has been surely the most challenging year ever for our industry, we are reminded that Ōtautahi
Christchurch has already been through much in the last decade and we have re-emerged as a strong,
resilient city, ready for exploration. Our #ExploreCHC campaign captures the essence of New Zealand’s
newest city, with everything from adventure and tourism, to expertise and knowledge on our doorstep.
Check it out here.
Despite the many setbacks in 2020, there have also been some noteworthy achievements. Planning for
the future is now more important than ever, and we have launched a strategic framework with our threeyear Business Events Strategy for Christchurch. With Te Pae Christchurch Convention Centre set to open
its doors next year, our beautifully restored Town Hall already open, and a vibrant boutique city centre,
Ōtautahi Christchurch is full of infinite possibilities to meet, learn and connect.
This week has marked a milestone for our business events industry in Aotearoa New Zealand, with BE
Reconnected bringing all our industry together under one roof in Auckland on Tuesday 1 December. On
the same day New Zealand’s business events industry unveiled a new name for its peak body, Business
Events Industry Aotearoa (formerly CINZ), reflecting our sector’s own distinct role within tourism and
events.
With Te Pae Christchurch now set to open in the second half of 2021, we have worked closely with
Business Events Industry Aotearoa (BEIA) to postpone our hosting of MEETINGS until 2022. We know it
will be worth the wait, and we expect the global meetings industry to be taking a lot of interest in our
destination at that time.
We have all learned so much this year, and we enter 2021 with new knowledge and skills ready to take on
the future.
Wishing all our industry friends around the country, across the Tasman, and the globe all the very best for
the festive season.
Meri Kirihimete me te Hape Nū Ia
Claire, Meegan, and Joy

BACK TO BUSINESS AT BE RECONNECTED

ChristchurchNZ was well-represented at BE Reconnected on Tuesday in Auckland, New Zealand’s only
gathering for the industry in 2020, organised by Business Events Industry Aotearoa (BEIA).
Over 290 guests reconnected with more than 120 industry members for the full day programme, packed
with networking and engagement opportunities.
Sponsoring the coffee lounge at BE Reconnected gave us a chance to rekindle and renew old friendships
and meet new faces too. We also did the groundwork on some constructive strategic planning together for
2021. BE Reconnected gave us a valuable opportunity to present our city and region to a highly-engaged
audience, demonstrating the strengths of Christchurch and Canterbury as a business events destination,
and highlighting our knowledge economy and sector expertise, as well as the new venues and activities
on offer in the city. Watch the video here.

IN MARKET - LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

We continue to keep Christchurch top of mind for event organisers and key decision-makers across New
Zealand, Australia and Asia-Pacific.
Last month Meegan attended AuSAE LINC in Wellington, where the theme was building for the future
together, and embracing change. This was a great opportunity to meet with our peers from around the
country, and to talk with association executives from a range of different sectors.
We look forward to attending this year’s PCOA Conference at a satellite event on 7 and 8 December in
Auckland, when the combination of virtual and hybrid will bring together attendees at hubs across
Australia and New Zealand with a timely focus on the theme, Flexibility is the Future. If you are attending
look out for Meegan, she would love to connect and share the exciting things happening in Ōtautahi
Christchurch.
As well, we are planning ahead for a strong, virtual presence at the Asia Pacific Incentives and Meetings
Event (AIME) next March. AIME will be a hybrid event, with exhibition taking place at the Melbourne
Convention & Exhibition Centre from 15-17 March as well as virtually through AIME Online from 15-26
March.

DIARY MEETINGS 2022 FOR
CHRISTCHURCH
We had also been working closely with BEIA on
planning to host their flagship New Zealand
business events exhibition in Christchurch
planned for 2021.
With the opening of Te Pae Christchurch delayed
due to COVID-19 building constraints, we are
now planning to host MEETINGS in 2022. This
will be an exceptional year for Christchurch and
we look forward to putting on an amazing event

for not only domestic, but also all our
international buyers in around 18 months’ time.
Look out for confirmed 2021 and 2022 dates coming soon.

NETWORKING EXPERIENCE WITH WILLOWBANK AND KO TANE

Our final business partner networking event for 2020 took place last week, with a great turnout at one of
Christchurch’s most fascinating attractions, Willowbank Wildlife Reserve and Ko Tāne Māori Experience.
This was a chance for business partners to sign off the year with a catch up in a beautiful natural setting.
Willowbank boasts one of the most comprehensive collections of New Zealand native and introduced
wildlife. Perfect for conference, incentive and pre/post activities, Willowbank ensures there is plenty of
opportunity to get up close and personal with a wide variety of wildlife including kiwi, kākā, tuatara, kea
and takahe all nestled in a park-like setting and surrounded by native bush.
Mark Willis, Owner of Willowbank Wildlife Reserve gave the group a brief history of the family owned
reserve and updated us on new projects perfect for conference and incentive groups.
Open now is the new Waka on Avon experience where guests hear stories of our city’s history while
paddling one of the stunning waka down the Avon River. A new central city cultural experience is also set
to open, ready to welcome our international guests back to the city.
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